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SWAN RIVER ROWING CLUB 
Statement by Member for Alfred Cove 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove) [12.57 pm]: Formally founded in 1885, Swan River Rowing Club predates 
the first Western Australian Premier, John Forrest, who was elected in 1890. Throughout its 128 years it has had 
as members Western Australians who have made significant contributions to our state in all walks of life. This 
not-for-profit club has produced 20 Olympic athletes and one Olympic coach, all of whom started out as 
beginner rowers at the club.  

In April this year, 28 of its rowers competed in national and international rowing championships. The club 
collected 21 medals and saw many more make A-finals at the 2013 Australian and World Rowing 
Championships, placing third overall. Swan River Rowing Club is an important part of the Alfred Cove 
community, and 40 children from various public and government schools try out annually to qualify for national 
championships.  

With more than 250 members, significant modifications to the club’s 21-year-old building need to be made to 
ensure it is able to continue performing at its peak. The club owns its facility outright, in partnership with 
Penrhos College, and has $3 million in assets; however, the land it resides on is the property of the City of 
Melville. Its 21-year lease expired last year and the club now operates on a year-by-year lease.  

With the Canning Bridge Precinct redevelopment consultation phase in full swing, the club’s future is uncertain. 
I hope the City of Melville considers how best to develop the business and residential area and still protect Swan 
River Rowing Club, which is one of Western Australia’s iconic institutions and which gives the Perth rowing 
community world-class training and our children the opportunity to achieve great things.  

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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